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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

·roday our complex American school system leaves something to be desired in orienting pupils from elementary to
junior high school.
According to Willey (20:177) orientation should
assist the pupil to make a quick and satisfactory emotional
and psychological adjustment to a new situation.
Pupils waiting to make the change from the selfcontained elementary classroom to the junior high are greatly
concerned with the junior high school's organization and
policies.

Pupils at this sixth grade level should be given

information that will prepare them for making appropriate
plans, choices, and adjustments now and later on in life
( 17: 178).
The satisfactory adjustment of the individual to his
new school environment is necessary if he is to receive
maximum benefits from the various school activities and
functions.

The various aids offered children are not

provided as crutches.

Instead, they help in making the

transition from one type of social order to the next as
smoothly and easily as possible so that the child can more
quickly benefit from the offerings of the new school (1:271).
There seems to be many different so-called plans for
orienting incoming seventh graders.

Most of these plans
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are designed to meet the particular needs of that particular
school.

Regardless of the situation and the plan used, this

pre-orientation is a must if students are to make the transition effectively (7:4-6).
Although some schools, both elementary and junior
high, have a fairly well designed program of orientation,
continuous efforts are being made individually to help meet
the challenge which face students in this situation.
It is hoped that the writer will be able to propose
an orientation program that will include the desired
features and characteristics to meet the individual needs
of all students preparing to enter junior high school in
the fall.
I.

rHE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem.

It is the purpose of this

paper to review literature concerning the philosophy and
basic needs in planning an orientation program for sixth
grade students entering junior high school in the fall.

'rhe

writer will also be concerned with designing an orientation
program.

This pr"ogram will give the sixth grade student

the necessary basic understanding, from the time he leaves
the sixth grade classroom in the spring, until he is a member
of a junior high school in the fall.

It is hoped that such

a program will continually benefit the student throughout
his secondary school years.
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II.

LIM:ITA'l'ION OF 'l'HE S'l'UDY

This study is limited to orientation procedures that
are applicable to students entering junior high school from
grade six.

·:rhis orientation program also is confined to the

orientation of students while they are sixth graders.

:rhe

study is further limited to junior high schools that receive
their students from
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feeder schools 0 or particular sections

of a town or city.

It will be confined too in that it is

designed to be functional in John C. Fremont Junior High
School, Las Vegas, Ne va.da.
III.

D:3:FINI'rION OF 'l'ERMS

In order for the reader to fully understand the
content of this paper, the writer has provided the following
glossary of definitions:
Articulation.

Articulation will be used to show the

needed communication between one or more agencies of the
school or schools.
Feeder school.

Any or all sixth grade elementary

school or schools, that enter into the writer's mentioned
junior high school.
Guidance counselor.

A personally qualified and

professionally trained, experienced person, responsible for
the guidance functions and activities of all students in
the junior high school.
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Orientation.

The process of helping students under-

stand and adjust to any given situation that might occur in
the junior high school.
Orientation pro~ram.

A program designed to aid the

incoming sixth grader into junior high school.

tiuch a

program will provide necessary meanings and understandings
that will lessen the many frustrations and apprehensions,
in order that this student may adjust to a new life-like
situation with the proper knowledge and understanding.
Pre-entrance orientation.

£his is the orientation

that is given to students while they are presently in the
sixth gra1e and/or until they are seventh graders in the
fall.
ne.i:istration.

The act of registering or acknowledg-

ing, either by written form or orally the student's future
school intentions.
Registration form.

A formal form used when enrolling

sixth grade rs into the seventh grade.
Seventh grade representative.

A student either

picked or chosen from the seventh grade in the junior high
school, that will visit the feeder school or schools
representing the seventh grade.
Visitation day.

This is a particular day when the

sixth grade students visit the junior high school prior to
promotions from the elementary school.
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Visits.

Any time in which the e;uidance counselor,

seventh grade representatives, principal, assistant
principal, parents, or incoming sixth grader goes to a
school for the purpose of being informed.
formal or informal.

Visits may be

ChA.f'rER II
PURPOSES AND OBJ EC.e IVES OI•' A,.'J ORIE.Ni'A'l' I ON ?ROGRAM

I.

PURPOSE OF AN ORIENTA£ION PROGRAM

.Bridging the gap from a usual self-contained
classroom in the elementary school to a largely departmentalized program in the junior high school has been a concern
of educators for many decades.
As far back as 1905, educators were anticipating the
time wnen a functional co-ordination between the two levels,
elementary and secondary would be realized.

Orie may find

expressed in that year the opinion that:
In the coming American school system there will,
indeed, be distinction but there will be no organic
seperation. The whole system will be in the form of a
regular and continuous curve, having one part vi tally
connected with another. It will begin in a concrete
and fundamental way in the elementary school, pass up
into the realm of culture in the secondary school, and
~own again in the university to the specific vocations
of life (15:592).
There seems to have teen much progress toward the
above goal, however much more must be accomplished before
the optLnistic prediction of yesterday becomes the common
goal of today and the reality of tomorrow (14:31).
Probably the largest and most complex secondary
school major adjustment is the transition of sixth grade
students into a Junior high school program.

The pre-

adolescent or early adolescent's imagination of what is
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expected of him creates many frustrations and anxieties.
This transition from an elementary routine centralized about
a sin~le teacher, to a program involving several teachers
offers a significant adjustment problem (20:176).

i'he child,

up through the sixth grade, usually comes from a selfcontained classroom having had to adjust usually to one or
two teachers each year.

This adjustment for most students

is done quite easily aftsr a few weeks of school.

however,

after the completion of the sixth grade, the stu:ient in
most cases will be entering an entirely new and different
situation.

He will oe going to a new school, which is

usually larger.
teachers.

He will also have at least four different

To aid in this adjustment, one purpose of the

junior high school is to specifically provide for the pupil
a smoothsr transition from elementary to secondary school
(20:176).

Because the move from elementary to junior high

school comes at a critical development period in the life
of the pre-adolescent, guidance must emphasize the orientation process (11:61).

According to Fuller:

.A systematic plan of orientat,ion based on the needs
of incoming pupils should become a regular school
practice and an integral part of the guidance program
(5:7).

roday bridging tnis g,ap in the lives of our human
resources of tomorrow should and must be done in a meaningful and purposeful way.

The cycle of orientation at this

particular pre-adolescent age needs some real thought and
plannin~, if it is to serve the needs and purposes of all
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concerned.

For the years ahead in the life of a sixth

grader about to enter a new realm in life, a real challenge
is in store.

'l'his period in education should be an easement

of the pre-adolescent into the world of higher learning.
II.

OBJECTIVES OF AN ORIEN'tArION PROGRAM

The objectives of an orientation program should be
made known and continued until a point when the next
transition starts (12 :91).

l'he general objectives of' most

orientation programs would be very much alike, however, the
specific objectives of an orientation program to meet the
individual needs of a particular school and/or area usually
vary.

1;egardless of the junior high school, it is meant to

be a place where a child can grow mentally, physically,
socially, and morally.

It is also a place where the child

can learn the value of cooperation and the thrill of
accepting responsibility (13:221).
The junior high school needs to provide for its
incoming pupils an opportunity, individually or as a group,
to become familiar with the school and its Objectives.
This orientation also serves the function of good public
relations.

However, the real purpose is to make the future

members of the junior high school feel a part of the school
and respond in such a way that maximum learning will be
achieved with the gregtest of ease.
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'l:b.e student's adjustment to the new school si tuatlon

should not be by the trial and error method.

If the adjust-

ment is done this way, it is costly to stuient morale.

He

will also lose some of the enthusiasm that carried him all
summer lone:5 in loo1ring forward to the junior high school.
If this enthusiasm is lost the greatest benefits of junior
high school will not be obtained (9:204).
Johnson (8:497) states that orientation programs
should be centered around a desire that the program will
produce favorable attitudes in the students and that the
students, in turn, will stimulate stuj_ent exploration,
confidence, and rewardi~g perceptions of new school environment.

Experience has made it apparent that young adolescents

need a series of exposures to the orientation process if
they ar·e to absorb the necessary information and skills
needed for junior high school.
There are four areas that incoming pupils need to
comple~ely understand in order to fulfill their necessary
needs.

These will perhaps be more fully understood as the

stu1ent continues to be a member of a junior high school.
These needs that the incoming student should begin to
understand and accept are:
First, the student and his school; second, the
student and his peers; third, the student and his
family; awi finally, the student and his community (9:206).
It is the feeling of those who have worked with
orientation programs, that if proper emotional and
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psychological adjustment to a new situation can be made as
quickly as possible, the better the chances for school
success (16 :148).

'rhis can be accomplished to a high degree

by articulation between the elementary and junior high

school.

This planning helps integrate the curriculum,

student body, school activities, and community relations in
adjusting the new pupil to his new school environment as
pleasantly and completely as possible (16:148).

'l'hose

planning an orientation program must keep in mind certain
desirable features of the program so that it meets the needs
of the individual school.
It is the purpose of this paper to propose a program
that will fulfill the necessary objectives of an orientation
program, so that the sixth grader going into junior high
school will have a feeling of belonging and will be a well
informed member of a new society.

CnAPf~R III
PROC~DURES AND AC'l'IVI'I'li:S OB·
ORI .£~H A'I' I

A PnOPOSh.D PEE-StH'RANCE

o~,;r .PROGRAM

The writer's intention is to provije a variety of
procedures and activities that will ease the adjustment of
the incoming sixth gra:ier into junior high school.

J?his

program intends to involve all persons concerned in the
elementary and junior high school.
should

be

A

proposed program

flexible enough so that other procedures and

activit.ies might be adled and/or deletions be made as
needed.
The program will be presented and executed in the
following way:

( 1) Pre planning of All People Involved,

{2) Counselor and beventh Grade B.epresentati ves Visit

Feeder School, (3) Visitation of Feeder School Students to
Junior High School, (4) Orientation Meetin~ of All Feeder
School Parents, (5) ~egistration of Feeder School Students,
(6) Final Visitation of Gui1ance Counselor to the Feeder

School, and ( 7) Social _c,;vent for .All Feeder School Students.
(See Appendix, Page 35)
I.

PE\.EPLA.::iNING OF ALL P.:i,;OPL2. IN vCLVED

In most g.uidance program.s the school principal 1s in
charge of all guidance activities {1:297).
true of the writer's junior high school.

Tnis 1s also
However, it 1s
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the junior high guidance counselor's responsibility to
orient and register the feeder school sixth graders for
junior high school each spring.

The principal continues to

serve as the head of the guidance services during this
orientation period, however, he will serve primarily in the
capacity of coordinator, adviser, and helper.
Articulation among the staff of the junior high
school as well as junior high and feeder schools must take
place so that all will be well informad.

Several meetings

called and scheduled by the junior high principal are planned
to accomplish this end.
The first meeting should be held sometime during the
first week in March.

This meeting wi 11

ll-1 vol ve

the

principal, assistant principal, an::i the guidance personnel
of the junior high school.

At this meeting some general

planning and tentative dates should be established for the
orientation program which is soon to get underway.

These

meetinss and dates will oe discussed as this paper progresses.
A week later in March, the second meeting will be
held involving the principal, assistant principal, guidance
personnel, and seventh grade languat3e arts teachers.

The

reason for only language arts teachers being involved is
that they have seventh grade students for a two period
block of time and are perhaps in a better position to help
with the orientation program.

This however, does not mean

that other members of the faculty will not be involved at a
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later tirne.
At this meeting the teachers will be informed about
the decisions maie at the first meeting involving the
principal, assistant principal and guidance personnel.
They will also be informed as to the role they will play in
the orientation program.

Some definite but flexible plans

should be set up so that all will be conscious of the time
factor during the next six to eight weeks.
will involve these teachers:

Two projects

( 1) the pre para ti on of an

orientation handbook for sixth graders in the feed.er schools
and (2) the selection of seventh grade representatives that
will accompany the 5uidance counselor to the feeder schools
for the purpose of informing sixth grade students about
junior high school.
One seventh grade teacher will serve as the chairman
of the orientation handbook committee.

'I'he contributions

for this handbook will come from students as well as teachers.
'rhe typing, teacher and art teacher will be involved in this
program as well as any other interested teacher.

fhe guid-

ance counselor will serve as a helper, resource person,
consultant, and in any way the committee might need him.
Faunce (3:191) states that in many situations the guidance
counselor can be utilized as service arms of the teacher.
The orientation handbooks or as Smith (18:142) calls them
"welcome booklets" will be given to the feeder schools
when the guidance counselor and seventh grade representatives
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visit.

Borne of the information to be found in the orienta-

tion handbook might include:
1.

Forward of why and how booklet was written.

2.

Message from principal.

3.

Plessage from assistant principal.

4.

Message from guidance personnel.

5.

Message from secretarial staff.

6.

Names and positions of all school staff.

7.

History and description of school.

8.

Diagram of school plant and campus.

9.

State laws pertinent to junior high school students.

10.

Rules and regulations of school.

11.

School traditions.

12.

School calendar of events.

13.

Class time schedule.

14.

Aims and Objectives of different subject areas.

15.

Stu~ent organizations and activities.

16.

School services.

17.

School citizenship standards.

18.

Student government.

19.

Locke rs.

20.

Luncheteria.

21.

Grading.

22.

Bicycles and scooters.

23.

Report cards.

24.

School supplies needed.
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25.

Library.

26.

Books.

27.

School fees.

28.

School assemblies.

29.

Homework•

30.

Proper attire.

31.

Rules for good st.ud.y habits.

32.

~here and when students are to report to junior
high school in the fall.

Some of the foregoing suggestions are from Smith
(18:142-3) and Kelley (10:165-170).

Many of the topics

might also be covered by the guidance counselor and/or
representative during their visit to the feeder schools.
A second seventh grade te.9,cher will be chosen as
chairman to work with teachers and. capable seventh grade
students that will be selected to serve as representatives
to go to the feeder schools with the guidance counselor.
Two previous students, now seventh graders, from each of
the five feeder schools will be selected as representatives.
fhe contributions again will come from the seventh grade
students and teachers.

Also the guidance counselor will

serve in the same capacity as was mentioned with the
handbook committee.
Some of the topics that representatives mi3ht wish
to discuss include:
1.

Greeting to the future junior high school students.

2.

What junior high school is like.
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3.

How junior high is different than elementary
school.

4.

vi'hat the physical plant is like.

j.

fbe different personnel that are in the junior
high school.

6.

School organizations and activities.

7.

School services.

8.

Proper attire.

9.

School citizenship standards.

10.

The kind of work expected of a seventh grade
student.

Another purpose of this meeting involving the junior
high administration and the languae5e arts teachers will be
to inform teachers of the coming orientation events which
will happen in the next six to eight weeks.

Some of the

corning events include:
1.

Preparing for specific visitation day or days.

2.

Preparing rooms and students for the visitation
of feeder school students.

3.

Meetings held after sixth grade visitation which
will involve seventh grade teachers.

4.

General meeting with all feeder school parents.

:;.

Feeder school social event ho2ted by seventh
graiers.

Some time juring the third week. of March a meeting
will be scheduled involving the ~dministrators (principal
or assistant principal) of all feeder schools and the
administrators of the junior high school.

fhis meeting will

be mostly under the direction of the junior high school
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principal.

One purpose of this meetine; is to inform the

feeder school principals of what has been done as a result
of the junior high school's two previous meetings.

Another

purpose is to discuss anl cooriinate the coming procedures
and activities of the orientation program.

A tentative

a~enda should be planned sot.hat the feeder school's
. administrators can do some planning for the coming orientation procedures and events.
Some topics of discussion include:
1.

What phase of orientation should the feeder school
principal discuss with sixth grade teachers'i

2.

What aspects of orientation should the feeder
school principal discuss with sixth grade
students?
what is the role of the feeder school principal
in helpin~ parents understand the orientation
program'i - ·

4.

Jhat should sixth grade teachers do to help their
students understand the value and need of an
orientation program?

5.

hhat should sixth i;i;rade teachers do to help
their students pian for their visitation day?

6.

When will the guidance counselor and the seventh
~rade representatives visit each feeder school?
Where wi 11 the guidance counselor and the
seventh grade representatives meet with each
feeder school ~rou91

8.

When will each feeder school visit the junior
hie:h school?

Perhaps as a result of this meeting there woul:i be
additional questions raised needing consideration.
A week later the guidance counselor and/or principal
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will go around to the feeder schools confirming dates and
planning in final form the activities to be carried out.
I'his visit will be with the feeder school principal only and
will not involve the studen~s.
ay this tiILe the teachers will have completed

preparation of the orientation handbook and chosen student
representatives to go to the feeder schools.
A meeting will be held prior to the visitation of the
guidance counselor and representatives completing plans for
their future visit.

At this meeting, at which the guidance

counselor will be in charge, the teachers, representatives,
and guidance counselor will evaluate their work an:i make any
necessary adjustments.
Another planning meeting will oe held involving some
of the other school personnel taking part in the orientation
program.

This meeting, at which the principal will be in

charge, will involve such people as assistant principal,
guidance counselor, secretaries, luncheteria staff,
custodians, P. T. A. representatives, and other interested
staff members.

At this meeting some final plans will be

made concerning sixth grade visitation days, orientation
meeting of all feeder school parents, and social activity
for all feeder school students.

'l'he need for this meeting

will be brought out as the paper progresses.

19
II.

COUNSELOR .Al\JD 3E:VEN'l'H GRADE .RiLPRESEN'rA'l'IVES
VISI l' FEEDEi:. S GHOOL

During the first full week in April the guidance
counselor and seventh grade representatives will visit each
of the feeder schools.

There are five feeder schools,

therefore each day of the first full week in April will be
used by the guidance counselor and representatives in
visitations at one of the schools.

Day and time of day will

have been confirmed by the junior high school and each
feeder school and the feeder school principal will have all
sixth graders in his school in a central place, such as
auditorium, gymnasium, or multi-purpose room.

'rhis will

provide the same setting for all sixth grade students and
teachers.

Using this procedure the guidance counselor and

representatives will need to give only one talk instead of
several.
The principal of 1.,he feeder school will introduce the
guidance counselor and representatives and inform the sixth
grade students of the purpose for their being there.

As a

result of the first administrative meeting between junior
high and feeder schools, the feeder school principal will
have talked with the sixth grade students and teachers about
the guidance counselor and seventh grade representatives
coming to inform them about junior high school.

After the

gui:lance counselor has discussed important inforrr:ation concerning junior high school, he will then introduce each of
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the representatives, which were sixth graders in this
particular school last year and these two representatives
will inform the sixth grade students about being in junior
high school.

After the guidance counselor and representa-

tives have presented their information, they will distribute
the orientation handbooks.

A question and answer session

will follow at which counselor and representatives will
answer any question sixth graders have.

It seems as though

this entire meeting should not last more than forty-five to
sixty minutes.

After this the guidance counselor will

invite the sixth graders to visit the junior high school the
following week.

The students will be asked to bring the

orientation handbooks with them the day they vi1:cit.

l'he

feeder school students and tes.chers will receive a formal
letter of invitation from the junior high school three or
four days prior to their visitation.

Students will be

encouraged to bring with tnem on the day of visitation any
question they mie;ht have concerning junior high school for
there will be a short meeting at the end of each visitation
day for this activity.

Arrangements will have already been

made by the feeder school and the junior high principal and
guide.nee counselor for this visitation.

Thus, the junior

high school will be relieved of such responsibility as
transportation, stuient excursion release, etc.
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III.

VISITA.i:'ION OF F'EEDER SGriOOL S1 UDElJTS 'I:O
1

J"UNIOR lilGn SChOOL

According to Gruhn (6:239) and Bernard (1:277)
visitation of feeder school to the Junior high school is
one of the most me9.ningful experisnces a sixth grade student
can have.

For this to be a meaningful experience, there

will have to be a great amount of articulation among all
members of the junior high school.

This would include all

persons that have thus far been mentioned in this orientation program.

Also, all members of the feeder schools must

understand their role and be properly informed.

fhe workings

of this proe;ram will have been well planned by the administrators and staffs of both feeder and junior high school;
therefore, the procedures should 50 quite smoothly.
The sixth graders will plan to visit the junior high
school one half day which is about three hours.

The

activities provided for these visiting sixth graders should
be as numerous as possible.

During their visitation they

should experience the following things:

(1) Orientation of

Jampus, (2) 'four of Administrative Offices in ,ihich They
Meet Office Personnel, (3) Visitation of Classroom 'reaching,

(4) Lunch at School Lunchetaria, and (5) Brief Meeting After
Visi ta ti on.
One of the first things the visiting sixth graders

should experience is orientation to the physical features of
the campus.

They will have with them their orientation
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handbooks which will be most helpful when the principal or
assistant principal and guidance counselor are showing them
about the campus.
Next, the visitors should tour the administrative
offices, meeting and observing the functions of the entire
office personnel.
Then the visitation of the classrooms and classroom
teaching should follow the two above areas of orientation.
'£his third area of orientation can be done in two very
successful ways.

One in which a sixth grade student is

assigned to a seventh grade student that could be called a
"big brother-big sister" (6:240) or ''buddy student" (19:169).
The sixth grade student then attends the class periods with
one seventh grade student.

The second way would be for the

feeder school students to be divided into groups of ten to
fifteen.

This would mean that each visiting feeder school

would be divided into six or seven groups.
would be assigned to each group.

An adult leader

I'he adult leaders could be

sixth grade teachers, feeder school principal, assistant
principal, junior high principal, assistant principal,
guidance counselors, or seventh gr·ade teachers having a nonteaching period.

An advantage of this way is tt1at visiting

students would be able to visit and observe more teaching
situations in that they could visit half, rather than a full
period.

Every student would be able to visit the classes

which all are required to take:

language arts, social

studies, mathematics, science, an1 physical education.

The
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students would then have one remainin:3 period in which to
choose a particular class area.

At the beginnin6 of the

classroom visitation, the groups of six or seven could be
determined and divided by interests of tnis one elective
area.
Another orientation activity would be having lunch
at the junior high school.

This should provide another mean-

ingful experience because sixth graders would be able to
observe and talk with other seventh graders as well as those
from the eighth and ninth grades.

Since there are three

periods before and three periods after lunch, the feeder
school students could eat either before or after their
classroom visitations.

The stuients will also have a copy

of the day's menu and prices in their orientation handbook.
As a culminating activity for the visitation day, a
short meeting will be held in the gymnasium-auditorium,
library, or multi-purpose room.

At this meeting the sixth

graders will te given a ohance to meet some of the present
seventh grade teachers.

The students will also be given a

chance to ask any questions they might have concerning their
visitation.

One main purpose of the meeting will be for the

guidance counselor to issue and explain

11

sample 11 registra-

tion forms necessary for all incoming sixth graders.
After the explanation of the registration forms, the
students will be asked to take them home and discuss them
with their parents.

They will also be informed that their
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parents will be invited to a meeting in the next week or
two to be oriented about junior high school much in the same
manner they have been.

I'he parents will receive a formal

letter of invitation several days before the parent feeder
school meeting.
IV.

ORii:LNl'AI'IOIJ MEE'l:ING 01'., ALL FEEDER SCHOOL PARENTS

The orientation of parents as well as students
should be included in an orientation program for sixth
graders coming into junior high school (2~70-73) and (4:36).
The purpose of the orientation meeting of all feeder school
parents is to better inform parents about how they can understand and help in the adjustment of their child to a completely new school environment.

Ihe meeting will include

these areas of interest and understanding:
Inf' orma t 1 on

A tout

(1) General

Junior Hi 13h School, ( 2) .Meat School

Personnel, (3) Question-Answer Session, (4) Tour of the
Campus, and (5) Bocial Hour.
The principal will be in charge of this feeder school
parent meeting.

iie will begin by explaining the philosophy

and organization of the junior high school.

'.J::':he assistant

principal will •liscuss the junior high school curriculum and
give specific information about books, fees, etc.
also explain his duties as assistant principal.

ne will
A seventh

grade representative might explain what is expected of a
junior high school student.

The guidance counselor will
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need to explain the guidance services available in the
junior high school.
11

fhe counselor will also explain the

sample" registration form given to them as they entered.

It will be explained that these are only sample forms and
that their child will be bringing a final registration form
home for them and their child to fill out in a week or so.
At this meetin,s a member of the secretarial staff

might wish to explain their function in respect to their
contact witn pupils.

The school nurse might also wish to

inform parents about the services for which she is res9onsible.
The manager of the student trading post might wish to explain
the supplies that are provided for the students on the school
campus.

This person will also ~ant to inform future junior

high school parents how the profit from the trading post is
spent for the betterment of the school.

A

representative

from the P. T. A. might wish to explain tneir function in
respect to workin6 with stulents, parents, and teachers.
During the meeting parents will have met many of the
school staff and ;;;ersonnsl.

however, introductions will be

made a~ain of all people incluling the ones that have
spoken and other members of the staff such as teachers,
custodians, etc.

After tbs general information meeting and

the introductions, there will be time permitted for questions
from parents.

This should clear up any misunderstandings

or give any additional information the parents might wish
or need.
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A tour of the campus should help parents better
understand the school their child is about to attend.
tour could be done in several ways.

This

Perhaps the best way

would be to divide into groups of twenty-five or thirty
with the junior high principal, assistant principal,
guidance counselor, seventh grade teachers each taking a
group.

These groups could each start from a different

place and tour the entire campus.

This would take about

twenty to thirty minutes.
After the tour of the cawpus, parents will be brought
back to the luncheteria for a social hour.

Seventh grade

homer£aking students will serve refreshments.

This informal

social gathering will provide a chance for parents and
junior high school staff to meet and discuss common interests.
This will conclude the feeder school parent orientation
meeting.

It is hoped that as a result of this meeting

parents will better understa~d the functioning of their
c~ild's future junior high school and their role in helping
their

child adjust to a new school situation.
v.

R.i:!;Gis·rRATICN OF li,EEDER SChOOL Sl'UDEifrS

The formal registration of feeder school sixth
graders will be done the first Monday after the orientation
meeting of pg.rents.

·rhe registration forms will have been

thoroughly discussed during the sixth grade visitation day
and parents' meeting, therefore, the sixth grade teacher
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will 1istribute these forms sometime Monday.

He will have

been informed by the guidance counselor as to the manner in
which the forms are to be filled out.

These forms are to

be filled out by parents and the student.

They are to be

returned to their teacher by ·:rhursday of that week.

The

g~idance counselor will visit each feeder school room and
pick up all registration forms Friday.
VI.

FINAL VISI·rAIION OF GUIDA1~GE GOUN.::fiLOR

'rhe final visit of the guidance counselor to each
sixth grale room of the feeder schools will serve several
purposes.

Perhaps the most important purpose is to collect

the final registration forms which will officially enroll
feeder school sixth graders into junior high school for the
coming year.

Any registration forms not collected at this

date will t,e sent to the Junior high school.

During this

visitation the counselor will give the students an
opportunity to ask any questions they might have.

he will

also remind them to review their orientation handbook
thro;;.ghout the summ2r vacation and remember the date and
place they are to report to the junior high school cha coming
school year.

At this visit the guidance counselor will

invite the students to a social e-.rent the following Friday
evening, one week later, in which they will be hosted by the
junior high school seventh graders.

Early in the week of
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the social event, stuients will receive a formal letter of
invitation.

This letter will invite them and their parents

to the social function.
VII.

SOCIAL E "{Eirl' FOR ALL F'ci!.Dli.R SCi-1GOL Sl'UDEin'S

As a culminating activity for the sixth grade
students in all the feeder schools, a social activity will
be held at the junior high school gymnasium-auditorium.
This will allow all feeder school students to meet and
mix before actually starting school in the fall.

It will

also allow the incoming stulents to meet again the present
seventh graders of the junior high school.
There will need to be a great deal of plannin; by
junior high ad;:ninistrators, tescher-s, and stulents so that
this activity will provide another meaninsful experience
for these incoming sixth graders.

Like the handbook

committee and stulent represe:1.tati ve committee, a seventh
gra1e teacher will serve as chairman of this social event.
fhe combined efforts of the entire staff will be used in
making this last activity worthwhile.

'I'he se ve:oth grade

students will have a big role to play in this social
activity.
the program will be designed to orient as well as
entertain the feeder school students.

The program will last

about one and one half hours.
As a result of this final orientation activity and
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those that preceded it, feeder school students ehoul1 be
well informed as to what junior high school is really like
and what is expected. of them when they enter junior high
school in the fall.

CHAP .fER IV
BU1'J1'IARY

In this paper, the writer has pointed out the need
and value of a pre-orientation program for incoming sixth
graders into junior high school.

He has also proposed

such a program to provile the necessary back3round and
understanding needed by incoming sixth graders.

The

transition of pupils from sixth to seventh grade will
always present some problems.

It is the writer's feeling,

however, that much of the mystery, fear, and apprehension
experienced by pupils, when they make this transition will
be removed as a result of tbis proposed program.

The

writer's program has not put the emphasis on academic
orientation, but on an atmosphere of understanding and
belonging for future junior high school students.

As

grows in knowledge of student's needs, the orientation

-

program must ~row too.
~

one
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APPENDIX

APP.r.:;NDIX

I.

Preplanning of program

A.

First meeting during first week in March
1.

2.

B.

Involves:
a)

Junior high school principal

b)

Assistant principal

c)

Guidance personnel

Purpose:
a)

3eneral planning

b)

Selection of tentative dates

Second meeting during second weei{ in Iv.iarch
1.

2.

Involves:
a)

Principal

b)

Assistant principal

c)

Guidance personnel

d)

Seventh grade language arts teachers

Purpose:
a)

Inform teachers about orientation program

b)

Inform teachers about res0lts of first
meeting

c)

Inform teachers about comin:: orientation
events

d)

Orientation suggestions from teachers

e)

Select chairman of orientation handbook
committee
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C.

Select chairman of seventh grade representatives committee

g)

Select cbairman of social event for all
feeder school students

Third meeting during third week in March
1.

2.

D.

f)

Involves:
a)

Junior hif-5h school administration

b)

.Administration from all feeder schools

Purpose:
a)

Inform feeder school administrators about
orientation program

b)

Discuss and coordinate coming procedures
and activities

c)

Suggestions from feeder schools

Meetings during fourth week in March
1.

Visitation to each feeder school
a)

b)

L1. v o 1 ve s :

(1)

Guidance counselor and/or principal

(2)

Feeder school administrators

.Purpose:

(1)
2.

Confirm dates and plans of orientation
program

Iviee ting

a)

b)

In°1olves:

(1)

Seventh grade teachers

(2)

Student representatives

(3)

Guidance counselor

Purpose:

(1)

Evaluate work of handbook and representatives committee
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(2)

3.

},lee ting

a)

b)

II.

Make final plans for visitation of
guidance counselor ani student
representatives

Involves:

(1)

Junior high school principal

(2)

Assistant principal

(3)

Guiaance counselor

(4)

Secretaries

(5)

Manager of Luncheteria

(6)

Manager of school trading post

(7)

Chief Custodian

(8)

P. T. A. ctepresentative

(9)

Other interested staff

Purpose:

(1)

Inform people about orientation program

(2)

Inform people part they will play

(3)

Susgestions from group

Pre-entrance orientation activities

A.

First full wee~ in April
1.

Visitation of guidan:.;e counselor and representatives to each feeder school
a)

Purpose:

(1)

Inform students about junior high
school

(2)

Distribute handbooks

(3)

Answer questions about junior high
school

(4)

Invite sixth graders to visit junior
high school
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B.

Second full week in April
1.

Visitation of feeder school sixth grf:tders to
junior high school
a)

G.

Sixth gralers visuslly informed about
all areas of junior high school

(2)

Answer questions of sixth graders

(3)

Issue an:l explain
form
·

(4)

Inform students their parents will be
invited to an orientation meeting

II

sampleu rep;istration
-

Orientation meeting of all feeder school parents
a)

Purpose:

(1)

Inform parents about junior high school

(2)

Answer questions of parents

(3)

Show parents school plan~ and campus

(4)

Issue and explain
form

(5)

Parents meet and visit with junior
high school personnel

11

sample" registration

Monday of the fourth week in April
1.

E.

(1)

'iJednesday of the third full week in April
1.

D.

Purpose:

Registration of all feeder school sixth graders
a)

Forms to be issued by sixth grade teachers

b)

Forms :lue 'J?hursday

Friday of tne week registration forms were issued
1.

Visitation of guidance counselor to ea.ch feeder
school classroom
a)

Purpose:
(1)

Collect registration forms
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F.

(2)

Answer questions

(3)

Invite students to social event the
following Frid.ay

Friday one week after final visit of guidance
counselor
1.

Social event of all feeder scnool students
a.)

Purpose:
( 1)

l'o further inform sixth graders of
activities in junior high school

(2)

Sixth graders to mix again with seventh
graders

(3)

to entertain and provi1e aocial
atmosphere of future junior high
school students

(4)

Let all feeder school students meet
and mix before they enter junior
high school in the fall

(5)

Give future members of the Junior high
school the feeling of acceptance and
belonging

